
Meeting Notes –    June 3, 2020    PPC Zoom meeting.    

Attendees: Father Daly, Andrea Fennell, Marilyn Hausammann, John Glancy, Silvia Dudziak, Kate Mason, 

Claire Ramsbottom 

Parish Life during COVID-19 Pandemic: 

Staff – Father Daly reported that Teresa Coda has moved to PA to be near family.   Despite the distance, 

she will continue to be part of the OLOS staff and will continue to engage virtually with the parish and 

the faith formation team as if she were still in RI!    We and Teresa are blessed to have each other and 

the Council agreed it was fortuitous that both parties benefit from the arrangement.     

Virtual Outreach – The virtual Masses continue to attract a strong following, even for legacy members 

of the OLOS community and for parishioners who winter elsewhere.      The Mass continues to promote 

the need for continued offertory giving as finances continue to be an area of focus.  

The inventory of What is Being Done at OLOS and Who is Doing It, along with a technology assessment 

would be helpful in organizing and identifying needs for virtual outreach to keep parishioners aware of 

what is happening in the parish has not yet commenced.     Claire had agreed to start this process by 

creating a Google document.   John will assist.      

The Virtual Faith Formation Newsletter continues to be well received and has somewhat filled a void 

due to a lack of a weekly bulletin.    Book Club and Bible Study continue to flourish on-line.    

Silvia proposed the idea of a virtual coffee hour, perhaps once a month to sustain community.   

Discussed that the price of “admission” could be to bring someone new to the event.    A presentation or 

a prompt to unify those gathered was also discussed.     She agreed to take this away to study logistics 

and how this might be framed.    

The Council discussed the urgent need to speak to and address the racial unrest and anger in the 

country over the senseless death of George Floyd.    Father said he would be addressing it via an 

upcoming e-statement.   Several examples of reflections taken by other institutions were shared for 

perspective.    The desire for real, radical change, not unlike Christ’s vision and work in his own time, was 

seen as critical.          

Father Daly noted that the Bullock Garden has been diligently restored and beautifully renewed by S. 

Breed.    To promote this tremendous resource of the parish’s, a virtual prayer service is being planned.   

Parish Reopening – Father Daly noted that he had released an e-letter outlining why OLOS would not be 

reopening to celebrate Mass in either the church or O’Connell Hall in the near future.    Since the RCAB 

mandate only allows for an occupancy of 40% of the building’s code, and once social distancing is 

created in the pews, the numbers of eligible seats is reduced further to around 40.   As such, our 

church’s size does not easily lend itself to holding many of the congregation.     Father noted that the 

response to his e-letter was overwhelmingly positive and aligned with his thoughts for caution and time.       

As an alternative, an outdoor Mass, to be held in the parking lot between the church and O’Connell Hall 

is in the works for June 14.      The percentage of foreseen seating is ~70-75.    The Council discussed the 

need to be clear if this will be a pilot for other such Masses or is a unique “one off” to bring interested 

and able parishioners together?    Parishioners will need to pre-register to attend, there will be no 



singing, and everyone will have to be masked.     There were pros and cons discussed, but ultimately the 

plan was to move forward.      The Liturgy Commission is involved.             

Disciples in Mission / Revisiting the Pastoral Plan  

Claire noted that the Plan Writing team has gathered on the Sunday before to review what could be / 

should be done to progress the Pastoral Plan and its four priorities (Catholic Social Teaching, Fostering 

Lay Leadership, espousing Radical Hospitality, and promoting Vocations).  It was agreed that the four 

priorities still resonated, but had to be reexamined though the lens of COVID-19 and determinations 

made on what could be progressed virtually.  The team enhanced some of the text, a new forward will 

be added, and the intent is to release the Plan again to the parish community to reengage and to spark 

interest and hopefully new team members under the priorities.      

Faith Formation Commission 

No new updates to share.   

Christian Services Commission 

Spring cards were delivered to Wingate.     A suggestion to engage children virtually is to create a 

downloadable card for children to color and mail.     

Toiletries are still being collected through June 15 and will be delivered in June or July to the HUGS 

program. 

Liturgy Commission 

Father Daly reported the commission has not met. 

Youth Commission 

Charlotte was not able to join us.     

  

A blessed and safe summer for all Council members!    Thank you so much for all your time, talent, and 

focus this unique year on behalf of our special parish and its community – John G.  

   

             


